[Disorders of the peritoneum].
The peritoneum is an important actor in diseases of the abdomen: defects of the peritoneum or mesos may lead to internal hernias; developmental anomalies of the peritoneum may lead to volvulus and bowel obstruction; diffuse or localized primary or secondary tumors of the peritoneum may develop; infectious, inflammatory or ischemic primary diseases of the peritoneum may cause abdominal pain, sepsis or result in the formation of fluid collections. The purpose of this presentation is to illustrate the role of imaging in the diagnosis of these different diseases and to provide some guidelines allowing their detection and characterization.